Gift Books for Children
Receiving a book can be a transformative event in a child’s life.  Here are a few selections to help you ignite a life-long love of reading, learning and imagination. 

Picture Books:
Binky Under Pressure by Ashley Spires
In his third adventure, our hero, Binky the Space Cat, uses his super investigative skills to uncover the shocking truth about a family guest/invader, Gracie the overly-cute foster kitty. 

Blue Chicken by Deborah Freedman
A helpful chicken accidentally spills a jar of blue paint, converting the farmyard into an ocean of disgruntled, blue-tinted animals.  Can this obliging chicken make things right?  

King Jack and the Dragon by Peter Bently and Helen Oxenbury
Three brave boys build a backyard fort from a box, a sheet, and lots of imagination.  After an adventurous day fighting beasts, dragons and giants, loving parents take the heroes home for a much needed rest. 

 A Place to Call Home by Alexis Deacon
When a large family of hamsters outgrows their home, they decide to go out into the world to find a new one.  Their comic quest is sure to become a family favorite.

The Rain Train by Elena De Roo
Take a ride on the Rain Train and listen to the sounds of the rain as you travel through a child’s dream.  Readers will savor making all of the ratter-tat-tat, clatter-clat-clats as you enjoy this lovely book together.

The Umbrella by Ingrid and Dieter Schubert
Invite a child to tell you the story in this beautifully illustrated, wordless picture book, involving one small dog, a red umbrella, and a windy day setting off a worldwide adventure.

Chapter Books:
Everest: You Decide How to Survive! by Bill Doyle, David Borgenicht and David Morton
Choose Your Own Adventure meets Worst-Case Scenario in this thrilling survival story.  Will you make it to the summit of Mt. Everest and return unscathed?  One of the possible 26 endings will prove successful…  But, which one?

The Grand Plan to Fix Everything by Uma Krishnaswami
When eleven-year-old Dini learns her family is moving to India for two years, she is devastated. However, Swapnagiri, her new town, is full of surprises and, better yet, Dini might get to meet her favorite Bollywood star! 

Okay for Now by Gary SchmidtDoug is in a new town, his father is a drunk, his brother has returned from Vietnam messed up and everyone seems to think he is a “skinny thug.”  Readers will laugh and cry with Doug as he overcomes overwhelming odds.  A 2011 National Book Award finalist.


Wildwood by Colin Meloy
Prue and Curtis uncover a secret world in the middle of Portland when they set off to rescue Prue’s baby brother, who has been kidnapped by a murder of crows.  This beautifully illustrated, spellbinding tale will appeal to fantasy-lovers.

Wonderstruck by Brian Selznick
Once again, Brian Selznick, of The Invention of Hugo Cabret fame, wows us with a visually stunning story – part chapter book/part picture book and impossible to resist! A delight for readers of all ages.

Non-Fiction:
Drawing from Memory by Allen Say
Part memoir, part graphic novel, award-winning author/illustrator Allen Say tells the story of the life challenges and mentors that propelled him into his life’s work as an artist.

Every Thing On It: Poems and Drawings by Shel Silverstein
More than 130 never-before published poems and drawings appear in this new collection from the beloved poet.  This is a perfect gift for Silverstein fans, young and old!  

Everything I Need to Know Before I’m Five by Valorie Fisher
Learning concepts and having fun go hand-in-hand.  Eclectic, quirky photographs of children’s small toys illustrate the many basic knowledge concepts needed for entering kindergarten. 

If You Lived Here: Houses of the World by Giles Laroche
This intriguing tour of worldwide dwellings, illustrated with intricate paper collages and accompanied by historical architectural facts, will appeal to young builders and travelers.  

The LEGO Ideas Book: Unlock Your Imagination by Daniel Lipkowitz
Looking for things you can build with your LEGO collection?  Master LEGO builders offer new projects and tips that will keep LEGO aficionados riveted!

Best wishes,
Jane
